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Media Release

Gladstone Ports Corporation clarifies the status of dredging

3 January 2012

Gladstone Ports Corporation would like to clarify that it is NOT dredging within the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.

In a letter to all Federal parliamentarians and Queensland state parliamentarians,
GPC chairman lan Brusasco has sought to clarify the status of its Western Basin
Dredging and Disposal Project.

CEO Leo Zussino said the letter outlined that the dredging site is inside Gladstone
harbour and is more than 40km away from the start of the Great Barrier Reef.

“We stated in the letter the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park (GBRMP) borders the
boundary of Gladstone harbour, but Gladstone harbour is separated from the start
of the reef by the deep nine nautical mile wide Curtis Channel,” Mr Zussino stated.

“Given that the deepwater Curtis Channel flows on a north-south alignment, it is
simply not possible for the dredging project to have an environmental impact on
the Great Barrier Reef and our extensive program of monitoring and testing, in
place since 1991, bears this out.”

The letter goes on to discuss the second issue- that the dredging is taking place
within the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area.

It stated that it was important to point out when the Great Barrier Reef World
Heritage Area (GBRWHA) was gazetted in 1981, it included all of Gladstone
harbour to the low water mark. As a result, every pre-existing wharf centre in
Gladstone harbour was incorporated into the GBRWHA in 1981.

‘In fact at that time the Port was undertaking a 22 million cubic metre dredging
programme in the harbour,” Mr Zussino said.

“Neither UNESCO nor the federal government saw that programme of dredging as
a problem at the time.”

Mr Zussino added that the letter went on to say the world heritage boundary in its
current position does create confusion in the minds of the Australian public and
consideration should be given to aligning the GBRWHA boundary align with the
GBRMP boundary.




“There has been no formal request to either the state or federal governments to
realign the two boundaries,” Mr Zussino said.

ENDS

For further information please contact:
Lee Mclvor

Media Advisor

Gladstone Ports Corporation Limited
Port of Gladstone

Phone: 07 49761212 / 0448 199 850
Email: mcivorl@gpcl.com.au

www.gpcl.com.au

= Ph: +61 7 4976 1333 = Fax: +61 7 4972 3045 = 40 Goondoon St/PO Box 259, Gladstone QLD, 4680, AUSTRALIA = www.gpcl.com.au
= Gladstone Ports Corporation Limited = ACN 131 965896 = ABN 96 263 788 242



http://www.gpa.org.au/
http://www.gpcl.com.au/

